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Elite High School Athletes Gather to Compete Against Each Other
as the 2018 National High School Athletic Games Officially Begins in
Taichung

| The grand opening of the 2018 National High School Athletic Games

The opening of the 2018 National High School Athletic Games (the Games) was officially
announced by Minister of Education Wu Maw-Kuen. Then, the teams from cities and
counties across Taiwan entered the stadium and were welcomed by friendly waves from the

Vice President and Minister of Education as they offered their blessing to athletes.

The theme of the 2018 Games is "Youthful! Go Taichung". There will be 18 competitions

taking place, with the venues spanning mountains, sea, villages and downtown Taichung.

Vice President Chen Chien-jen stated in his speech that the power of a country comes not
only from military and economic power, culture, art and sport are also elements of soft power
that are indispensable and also a good medium for Taiwan's interaction with the international
community; Taichung is centrally located, has a pleasant climate and has substantial experience
of hosting large-scale multi-sports events and various sports competition, and makes every

effort with respect to talent training and promotion of participation in sport by citizens.



He also pointed out that the Games are not j
sporting exchange, and all athletes will be able to lea and experience the true spirit of
sport; they will also serve to affirm the support for and efforts to promote sport of the city

government over a long period of time.

Minister Wu stated that the Games are an important stage on which top high school athletes
can display the fruits of their training; being able to represent their school is a great honor
and recognition of their hard work and dedication, however, sport isn’t only about individual
competition, it also provides model examples of teamwork. Apart from physical training and
improving individual skills, more important are the core values of sport: fairness, respect,
willpower, ability to tolerate setbacks and being humble in victory and not disheartened in
defeat. He said that the Ministry of Education has always made a great effort to promote
grassroots sport and encourage citizens to nurture the habit of doing sport and uphold
sporting spirit from a young age. In future, the Games will continue to be used to cultivate
grassroots sport, taking physical education deep into campuses to bolster the competitiveness
level of sport in Taiwan at grassroots level and thus provide a firm foundation for future

success in international competitions.

Director General Lin Te-fu of the Sports Administration, Ministry of
Education, Speaks Freely About the Evolution Theory of "Sports Industry
Development and International Competition Marketing"
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| Director General Lin Te-fu of the Sports Administration, Ministry of Education exclusively interviewed by USTV
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The success of 2017 Taipei Universiade sparked a wa
Following up this enthusiasm, the Sports Administration, Ministry of Education (SAMOE)
is working hard to build an environment conducive to the development of sport industry
and actively assists with the holding of various international sports events in Taiwan. In an
interview with USTV on April 18", 2018, SAMOE Director General Lin Te-fu stated that
the amended Sports Industry Development Act, announced on November 29", 2017, included
"e-sport" and "sports management and management consultant" in the industry items for the

first time, with the aim to open up new opportunities for the developing sports industry.

Taiwan's sports industry has a bright future ahead, with e-sport and professional sport as the
two areas of utmost importance. The SAMOE stated that information on the development
of e-sport in the United States, Canada, South Korea, Japan and European countries is being
collected and will provide a reference for formulation of e-sport industry policy suited for
Taiwan. Also, to promote the development of professional sport, investment by various levels
of government and government-owned enterprises is encouraged, with the aim of allowing
professional sport to drive the development of the sports industry. In many advanced
countries, the sports industry has become a new economic driving force. To emulate this,
the SAMOE is implementing various guidance policies relating to capital, market expansion,
entrepreneurship and talent nurturing to build an environment conducive to the sports

industry's development.

Holding international sports competitions and enhancing marketing are also focuses of the
SAMOE. In the interview, Director General Lin stated that the success of sports competitions
depends on the details. Apart from the competition itself, local characteristics, tourism and
peripheral activities can also be merged with an event to give spectators a highly entertaining
experience. Taking the recent Santaizi ATP Challenger tennis tournament as an example, it
involved folk belief by cleverly coming up with the idea of throwing divination blocks instead
of a coin; this not only established a clear brand image for the tournament right at the start, it

also left players and spectators from Taiwan and overseas with a deep impression.

In the latest world football rankings announced last week, Chinese Taipei achieved the highest
ever ranking of 121. This exciting news follows the defeat of Singapore in the qualifier for
the AFC Asian Cup on home turf in Taipei at the end of March. Director General Lin said

that excellent performances by Taiwanese athletes attract the attention of the public, and also
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drive the development of the peripheral sports

and promote sports diplomacy.

1 i i i eneral Lin also explained the achievements of 2017 in terms of
W\Van. Apart from 2017 Taipei Universiade, the SAMOE provided
guidance to 108 international sports competitions in 2017, with a total of 54,000 participants
from Taiwan and overseas and an estimation of over 700,000 spectators on sites. These events

not only provided a stage on which Taiwan's athletes could compete, the enthusiastic public

response to the events also reflected the attention that sport now attracts.

As well as Director General Lin, the interview also featured Head Coach of the Chinese
Taipei men's football team Gary White, team member Chen Hao-wei, spokesperson for the
Santaizi ATP Challenger, Pascal Maria, and gold medalist in the Taipei Universiade men's
tennis singles, Jason Jung. Footballer Chen Hao-wei is really ecstatic about the increase in the
number of people watching the national team, saying: "When I was small, no one watched
football, but now quite a few parents take their children to watch games, and young people
also come with their friends to cheer" . Tennis player Jason Jung said: "I am really happy
whenever an event is held in Taipei. The tournaments are well organized, and improvements
are being made all the time." French umpire Maria, who has visited Taiwan eight times, said:
"I really enjoy being the spokesperson for the Santaizi ATP Challenger; the players, matches,

city, and food are all perfect".

Finally, Director General Lin emphasized that Taiwan will stage over 120 sports competitions
this year. People from all walks of life are invited to attend and cheer for the domestic and
foreign competitors, conveying the beautiful human warmth for which Taiwan is renowned to

the world through sport.
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2018 Sports Lottery Documentary Release Press Conference-Your
Small Hope Converted into Great Power

| Group photo at the 2018 Sports Lottery Documentary Release Press Conference

The Sports Administration, Ministry of Education held the Sports Lottery Documentary
Release Press Conference on April 23, 2018. Three famous Taiwanese sports figures were
invited to feature in a moving documentary to promote the Sports Lottery; they were former
Olympic archery competitor Chen Yu-cheng, Universiade weightlifting gold medalist Kuo
Hsing-chun and baseball star Chang Chih-hao. The documentary conveys the policy measures
of the Sports Lottery in the hope that, when the people of Taiwan are watching sports, they
can have fun while placing bets and help good causes at the same time, thus facilitating their
support for the Sports Lottery policy in order to boost the development of Taiwan’s sports

environment.

Taiwan's Sports Lottery is in its 10" year after being launched in May 2008. Bets can be
placed on sports that Taiwanese love such as baseball, basketball, football, tennis and golf.

The government uses the surplus from the lottery to develop grassroots sport and discover,
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train and take care of sporting talents, assisting Taiwan's sporting talent to shine on the

international stage.

In the documentary, the three sports personalities share their own experiences and inform the
people of Taiwan how the development of sport benefits from the lottery. The development
of sports does not only depend on the efforts of sports organizations and individual athletes,
it also requires assistance and support from all sectors of the community. It is hoped that,
while watching sports, the small hope represented by the lottery can be converted into great

power to drive the development of sport in Taiwan.

Delegation of IAEH, the New International Organization, Visits Taiwan
to Discuss the Experience of Hosting Large-scale Sporting Events With
the Six Major Cities

| Group photo taken at the exchange seminar held for the IAEH delegation visiting Taiwan

Responding to an invitation from the Sports Administration, Ministry of Education (SAMOE),
a delegation from the International Association of Event Hosts (IAEH) visited Taiwan during
April 20"-22" 2018. On April 21%, at The Howard Plaza Hotel Taipei, a seminar was held
to which representatives from Taiwan's six major cities, Taiwan Tourism Bureau, experts and

scholars, as well as official representatives of foreign offices based in Taiwan were invited.



During the event, participants discussed various matter

area of hosting large-scale sports competitions.

In line with the main development trends in international sport and the SAMOE's plan of
important policies, members of international sports organizations and officials from the
sports ministries of various countries are invited to visit Taiwan, in order to build a platform
for international sporting exchange for Taiwan and raise our position and increase our
influence amongst international sports organizations. The members of the delegation from the
IAEH included representatives from Japan Sport Tourism Alliance, Thailand Convention and
Exhibition Bureau, Malaysia's Convention and Exhibition Bureau, Finland's Visit Tamperer,
and Austria's Innsbruck-Tirol Sports. Apart from sharing their home country's experiences
of hosting large scale sporting events by the delegation members, the experiences of hosting
the 2015 Asia-Pacific Deaf Games, 2017 Taipei Summer Universiade, the upcoming 2019 East
Asian Youth Games in Taichung, and the Wan Jin Shi Marathon were introduced and shared

in the seminar by the representatives from Taiwan's six major cities.

The TAEH was founded in September, 2017, and is an international organization founded by
the competent agencies responsible for sports competitions at national, city, and regional level,
as well as private competition organizations. Its aim is to provide maximum value of hosting
large scale sporting events through cooperation between members and provide a platform on
which the voices of non-profit organizations that host the sporting events could be heard.
Taiwan hosts almost 100 international sports competitions annually; following the success of
the 2017 Taipei Universiade, sports are attracting more attention in Taiwan, and people now
have higher expectations with respect to the organizational quality of sporting events. Taiwan
joined the IAEH in November 2017, aiming to establish a platform for exchange with foreign
governments and private organizations in order to absorb and learn from their experiences of

hosting sporting competitions.

The seminar came to a successful conclusion. In future, other members of the IAEH,
international sports organizations, representatives from the sports ministries of various
countries and renowned international experts and scholars will continue to be invited to
Taiwan to engage in policy exchange dialogue and expand Taiwan's international sports

exchanges.
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"Cycle Taiwan" - Bike for the People Event Commence Simultaneously
Across Six Counties and Cities

Lu Chung-jen, director of the Sports for All Division of the Sports Administration, and image ambassador Ula Shen
present completion certificates and gifts to riders

The "Cycle Taiwan: Discover a New Horizon of Beauty"-Bike/Live for the People event was
held in conjunction across six counties and cities of Taiwan, namely Hualien County, Yilan

County, Taipei City, New Taipei City, Hsinchu City and Kaohsiung City.

To encourage citizens to participate in cycling, routes were specially planned with a theme
of fun water by the Sports Administration, Ministry of Education(SAMOE), which includes
areas like Hualien Liyu(Carp)Lake, Yilan Dongshan River Meihua Lake, Taipei Riverside, New
Taipei Riverside, Hsinchu Horizon and Sea Viewing Area, Kaohsiung Lotus Lake and Lover
River. The six cycling routes are suited to riders of all ages and offer beautiful scenery, and
attracted many families, enterprises and friends to participate in the event. Participants were
able to experience the diversity of Taiwan's local culture and appreciate the beauty of their

cities, taking away fond memories of the weekend.
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o October, which includes: 2018 Yilan

ildren's Folklore and Folkgame Festival, Kaohsiung Jinshi(Golden Lion)
Lake and Chengching Lake Ecological Bike Journey, 2018 Taoyuan Land Art Festival, 2018
Twelve Hakka Festivals in Puxin Township, Changhua County, and 2018 The Most Beautiful

Bay Carnival In Penghu. Everyone is encouraged to sign-up and participate. The registration

website: https://www.cyclingtw.com.tw/
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